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Shederick Whipple waits 
for court’s decision after 
 ling a lawsuit in 2013
Becca Robb
News Co-Editor
Shederick Whipple, former music 
faculty at Taylor,  led a lawsuit in 2013 
against the University on the grounds 
of civil rights violations
Taylor employed Whipple, who is 
black, from 2006 to 2013, until the 
University denied Whipple’s tenure 
application on July 30, 2012. He left 
at the end of the 2012-13 school year, 
in accordance with Taylor’s policy, 
which gives faculty one year to con-
tinue working at the University after 
being denied tenure. 
In his court  ling, Whipple alleged 
that Taylor terminated his contract 
because of racial discrimination 
against him. The University denied 
these allegations, saying it had “legit-
imate non-discriminatory reasons” 
for its decisions in regard to Whip-
ple’s employment, according to its 
court  ling on Jan. 9, 2014.
Whipple said faculty members act-
ed inappropriately toward him: in-
tercepting his personal o  ce mail, 
saying that he didn’t care about his 
family and telling him he was at 
Former professor sues Taylor
A history of post-Silent 
Night traditions with the 
president and  rst lady
Annabelle Blair
Contributor
Friends and fans will  ock to the Eu-
ler Atrium following Silent Night on 
Friday for the last “Habecker’s Holi-
palooza,” an annual event celebrating 
cherished Christmas traditions with 
the president and  rst lady.
With each successive president, the 
post-game party takes on a new  avor 
as well as a new name.
This year’s festivities include tra-
ditional cookie decorating, pup-
py chow and a hot chocolate bar 
with peppermint sticks, chocolate 
chips and whipped cream condi-
ments. Guests are invited to release 
Silent Night’s pent-up energy on a 
kid-friendly “ice” rink with socks for 
skates, intended to replace games 
from previous years. A photo and 
video booth o ers the opportunity to 
record memories and personal rumi-
nations from the Habeckers’ time at 
Taylor. Attendees can decorate orna-
ments as thank-you notes, which will 
eventually be presented to Habecker 
and Mary Lou.
Live performances will provide 
background music during the eve-
ning. Performers include junior Aus-
tin Lindner, freshman Luke Borchelt, 
freshman Asher Tose, freshman Ye-
ram Yun and band, junior Dean-
na Menke and others. However, the 
Night Lights quartet, featuring Ha-
becker, is expected to steal the show. 
Sam Moore, junior class president, 
will make an appearance as “Samta” 
and act as emcee for the night.
The move from the DC to Euler’s Atri-
um re ects a desire to create an envi-
ronment more conducive to space 
limitations and student needs. “We’re 
going to create—instead of a carnival 
atmosphere—more of a cozy, Christmas 
atmosphere. Euler gives us a unique op-
portunity to do that,” said Moore.
Because “Holipalooza” is essential-
ly the president and  rst lady’s event, 
ICC leadership wants the Habeckers 
to be the main focus of the evening. 
“We want it to be a really good cel-
ebration,” said Margaret Gruendyke, 
junior class secretary. “We don’t 
want it to be a sad . . . thing, but we 
really want to celebrate the Habeck-
ers’ time here and have them go out 
with a bang, while also incorporating 
some tradition.”
The night climaxes with a reading 
of the Christmas story from the pres-
ident, according to Stutzman.
During his presidency, Kesler of-
ten read the Christmas story from the 
gospel of Luke. However, the trend in 
recent years has been to read “The 
Night Before Finals,” which Habecker 
will  nish out Friday’s festivities with.
Although traditions have changed 
throughout the years, Jesse Stutz-
man, senior class vice president, em-
phasizes the strong tradition that has 
remained. 
Although it has since become an 
elaborate event, the post-basketball 
home game celebration was started 
by President Jay Kesler and First Lady 
Janie as a pajama party during Kes-
ler’s  rst year as Taylor president in 
1985, according to Kesler.
The Echo’s 1987 December is-
sue contains the  rst (known) writ-
ten mention of the event. Referred 
to as “Jay’s Christmas Special,” the 
event morphed into “Dr. G’s Christ-
mas Fandango” during Dr. David Gy-
ertson’s presidency, and “Habecker’s 
Holipalooza” with President Eugene 
Habecker’s inauguration.
No matter the small divergences 
since 1985, 30 years later, students still 
curl up at the feet of a pj-clad presi-




Lawsuit continues on Page 2
Taylor has moved the case to summary judgment, which has no set timeline.
Graphic by Matthew Morse
The Habeckers survey a gingerbread house for a contest in December 2010.
Photo provided by Ilium Yearbook
Complete with geo lters, 
Snapchat will livestream 
the 10th point and more
Cassidy Grom
News Co-Editor
Snapchat reached out to Taylor Uni-
versity in hopes of creating a Live Sto-
ry of Silent Night. 
According to Seth Mikel, assistant 
athletics director of communications, 
Snapchat representatives contacted 
the Trojan Athletic Department be-
fore Thanksgiving break. 
“We’re really excited to (bring) 
this awesome tradition to the Snap-
chat community,” said a Snap-
chat spokesperson.
Live Stories allow viewers to see 
the same moment—say the 10th 
point—from a variety of angles. 
Snapchat users at Silent Night will 
have the option of submitting their 
videos and pictures to tell the col-
lective story. 
Snapchat released the geofilters, 
or image overlays, at 7 a.m. today. 
Bryce Marsee, assistant sports in-
formation director, said the athlet-
ic department provided the social 
media company with quick facts 
like the 18–0 Silent Night win-loss 
record. These brief facts will be in-
cluded in the compilation video that 
will be available for 24 hours. 
Marsee said he hopes the Live 
S tor y  e v ent  w i l l  br i n g  p o si -
tive publicity to the University. 
Matthew Murphy, a 22-year-old 
Louisvil le,  Kentucky resident, 
began watching clips of Silent 
Night on ESPN when he was in 
high school . Murphy isn’t com-
pletely sure where Taylor Uni-
versity is located, but when he 
heard Snapchat will be showing 
it live, he said he would be sure 
to tune in.
Taylor students are excited to 
share their tradition with people 
like Murphy and others around the 
world. “I want to show the commu-
nity singing ‘Silent Night’ and how 
beautiful of a moment it is,” said 
sophomore Grace Foltz.
echo@taylor.edu
9,600 square-foot space 
to be razed in the spring
Cassidy Grom
News Co-Editor
Wednesday, police arrested a man ac-
cused of robbing three central Indi-
ana banks.
On Monday, Jason Garmon, a 
36-year-old Hartford City resident, 
allegedly robbed Citizen’s State Bank 
in Dunkirk, about a 25-minute drive 
from Taylor.
Police believe that Garmon is also 
associated with the robbery of Old 
National Bank in Winchester on Dec. 
1 and a Nov. 23 robbery in Eaton.
The Winchester Indiana Police 
Department’s Facebook page shows 
photos of money and other evidence 
found in Garmon’s residence and 
vehicle. The police search allegedly 
found $3,000, according to local news 
agency, Fox 59.
The pictured evidence included a 
handwritten note that Garmon may 
have used for a script. “You have 45 
seconds! No alarm! Twenty thousand! 
No Dye Packs! I’ll check! Quietly!” the 
note said.
At each robbery, the suspect en-
tered the bank and demanded mon-
ey from the teller before  eeing the 
scene. He did not display a weapon, 
but police said it was unclear if he 
was armed.
As of Wednesday, Garmon was be-
ing held in the Blackford County Jail 
and will face robbery charges in both 
Delaware County (where Eaton is lo-
cated) and Randolph County (where 
Winchester is located). 
The investigation and arrest was a 
joint e ort by the Blackford County, 
Randolph County, Dunkirk, Eaton and 
the Indiana State police departments. 
The wife of a Taylor student was 
reportedly a witness to the scene in 





Live Stories allow viewers to see the same 
moment—say the 10th point—from a variety 
of angles.
Snap to it
Snapchat released unique geo lters to use in the Live Story.
Graphic by Matthew Morse
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Yeah, we’ve got that.
Learn more about our Summer and Ministry Internship Programs at gracechurch.us/ccl.
Applications due by January 19th, 2016.
 
(insert provided logo with “at Grace Church in Noblesville, IN” underneath logo)
 
 
Like I said, we understand we’re coming in very late to the process so I’ll leave it up to your graphic designer to make it 
work and look good.  Our main points of emphasis are: 1) wanting students to know our internship program exists  2) 
wanting students to know we have a variety of internship possibilities 3) where they can nd more information (i.e. the 
website).
Sound alright?  I’m sending four versions of the logo.  Two will be in this email and I’ll send another with the second set.
Bank bandit caught
Taylor because he was black.
“(One faculty member) yelled at me 
in front of students,” Whipple said. 
“(This person) said that a student was 
using their blackness as a weakness, 
as if it were a crutch of some nature.”
Because the court action is pend-
ing, the University has declined to 
comment on the details of this matter.
“Taylor University stands  rm in its 
position that the claims made by Dr. 
Whipple are not supported by facts 
and as a result, has vigorously defend-
ed itself against those claims,” accord-
ing to a statement from Taylor. “It is 
noteworthy that the EEOC, an inde-
pendent federal agency that investi-
gates discrimination claims, heard 
and fully investigated the concerns 
raised by Dr. Whipple and found no 
basis for the charges he has leveled. 
The EEOC’s action was a dismissal of 
his claims in their entirety.”
Taylor Eddy (’14), music major, said 
he knew Whipple had tense relation-
ships with certain faculty, but he as-
sumed it was because of different 
personalities and working styles.
Several of Whipple’s former stu-
dents—Eddy, Jocelyn Dix (’15), Geo  
Nelson (’15) and senior Josh Duch—
said they had no reason to believe 
he was treated di erently because 
of his race. Applied music minor Dix 
said she had a friendly professor-stu-
dent relationship with Whipple, but 
she did not  nd him to be an e ec-
tive instructor.
“(I) found that I learned much more 
in Opera (Theatre) from the student 
director than from Dr. Whipple,” Dix 
said. “Dr. Whipple had a difficult 
time managing students in order to 
get work done, so we were always be-
hind schedule and the environment 
was chaotic.”
Whipple said that opera, by its na-
ture, is a messy undertaking as it can 
be challenging to organize rehears-
al times.
Music composition major Nels n 
said that Whipple forwarded all the 
music students an email conversation 
between Whipple and the former Pro-
vost, accusing the administration and 
music department of  ring him be-
cause of his race. Nelson said it was 
awkward for him, as a student who 
was not directly involved, to read this 
private email.
Whipple said that he didn’t actual-
ly talk with students about the issue.
“The students . . . are not paying to 
hear about my life and my problems,” 
Whipple said. “I went to class, and I 
taught and I did my work.”
Mary Muchiri, associate pro-
fessor of English, originally from 
Kenya, said racial discrimination 
at Taylor is subtle. Muchiri said 
black people are told that dis-
crimination is just a figment of 
their imaginations. She believes 
one solution to alleged campus 
racial prejudice could be to train 
faculty in intercultural competence 
and communication.
Insu  cient faculty education isn’t 
the only source of prejudice on cam-
pus, according to Muchiri. She said 
that hiring more black professors may 
also diminish alleged discrimination 
at Taylor. Muchiri is currently the only 
black female academic professor at 
the University.
In the meantime, the Whipples are 
still living in Upland. Whipple hopes 
to reach an agreement with Taylor 
and return to campus, and his daugh-
ter, Joselyne, would like to enroll as a 
student. He said he does not intend 
to pursue anything short of being re-
instated at Taylor.
“We are here until the Lord says 
otherwise,” Whipple said. “I’m not 
mad at them, I don’t hate them, I 
pray for them. But this has to be 
dealt with.”
The University has  led documents 
requesting the court to grant it sum-
mary judgment in the lawsuit. There 
is no timeline, but if granted, the case 
would be dismissed.
echo@taylor.edu










Coming into freshman year of college, 
everyone wants to  gure out a way 
to stand out. Some put on their best 
out t, while others hit the books. For 
junior Natalie Halleen, a back brace 
 t the bill.   
During the summer of 2013, before 
starting college, Halleen went to the 
beach with a friend near her home 
on the south shore of Long Island, 
New York. A massive storm had hit 
the night before, which had stirred up 
the water on a beach already known 
for its large waves.
They body-surfed in the ocean, 
and as she began treading back-
wards in the water to catch a wave, 
she jumped too late and watched the 
wave crash on top of her, picking her 
up and tossing her around.
“I fell immediately on top of my 
back, smashed down and my legs 
swung up and hit me in the face,” 
Halleen said. “I felt a big crack 
and the first thing I did was kick 
my feet to make sure they were 
still working.”
At first Halleen thought she 
wouldn’t be able to get back up and 
would die on the spot. It was the clos-
est thing she’s ever faced to a near-
death experience.
Amidst the confusion and ceaseless 
waves, she mustered up the energy to 
run from the water and over to the 
lifeguard stand for help.
Despite the trauma in the moment, 
Halleen was quickly able to see the 
brighter side of the situation.
“I got to ride (in) an ambulance—
that was my dream,” Halleen said. 
“I didn’t want to be dying to be in 
an ambulance and that worked out 
perfectly, because I just had a bro-
ken back.”
Halleen continued to laugh as she 
recounted her 11 hours in the ER, many 
of which were spent watching Seinfeld.
Initially, the doctors assured her 
nothing was wrong, but after the 
MRI came back, the doctors found 12 
compression fractures in  ve verte-
brae. The next morning she was giv-
en her back brace, which she jokingly 
referred to as “custom-made.”
Her sense of humor being one of the 
few things still intact, she took the op-
portunity to use her mom’s phone to 
scare her brother. “Natalie broke her 
back. We’re at the hospital,” she texted. 
Since her accident happened in 
July, she had a full month to adjust to 
her brace before entering the colle-
giate sphere. She realized her brace 
drew apprehensive stares, but she 
looked forward to the times it served 
as a conversation starter.
“As soon as I said, ‘Oh it’s a tem-
porary thing,’ they opened up to ask 
so many more questions,” Halleen 
said. “I pretty much was always the 
one who started the conversations 
about it because I’d make a joke 
about it.”
From the start of her Taylor expe-
rience, her back brace took center 
stage, as she struggled to participate 
in Welcome Weekend festivities.
She remembers playing a game 
that required her team to run 
across the field.
“I just had to do this awkward ro-
bot shu  e. Everyone would look at 
me weird,” Halleen said.
Over time, she became known 
as “Back Brace Girl” to strangers 
around campus.
While the experience did provide 
her with some comic relief at times, 
it also provided her with a new 
perspective and the ability to choose 
how she was going to let it a ect her.
The  rst day she got home from 
the hospital, she wrote “embrace the 
day” on her mirror and underlined 
brace. She then asked herself how 
she would be able to use each day 
to her advantage.  
One of Halleen’s friends, junior 
Taylor Stevens, admired the way 
Halleen presented herself while in 
her brace.
“I think Natalie handled coming 
to Taylor with a back brace better 
than anyone else would’ve,” Stevens 
said. “She was strong, graceful and 
beautiful while rocking Bernardo, 
the name we gave the brace. I want-
ed to be her friend so badly, and now 
I am. It’s wonderful.”
Halleen also remembers a dad en-
couraging her during a Habecker 
breakfast she attended with her par-
ents. He told her how much he ad-
mired her outlook on the situation.
“He said he looked up to me in a 
way, and I had never had anything like 
that said to me before,” Halleen said.
Her family also played an import-
ant role in lifting her spirits on days 
that were di  cult.
Before Halleen came to Taylor, her 
brother, who was gone at the time 
of the accident, visited her in Long 
Island. She recalls driving with him 
and talking about how she felt about 
the extra attention.
Again, Halleen took the opportu-
nity to see the positives, as she ex-
plained why she was looking forward 
to the attention.
“I made this weird analogy about 
zebras. I was like, ‘You go into col-
lege and there’s so many people and 
all the girls are zebras,” Halleen said. 
“They’re all beautiful zebras, but 
when you see them all together in 
a big pack of zebras, they all blend 
together . . . but if one of those ze-
bras had a back brace on, you would 
notice it.”
She says the joke lifted her spirits 
with comic relief. When she felt a bit 
discouraged, her brother sent her a 
picture of a zebra in the middle of a 
pack of zebras wearing a back brace 
to encourage her to persevere. 
She took the brace o  over Fall 
Break, and when she returned to 
school, she realized that people 
didn’t recognize her. Later on, she 
was talking to a group of people 
when she brought up that she was 
“Back Brace Girl.”
“Everyone was in agreement that 
they all thought I transferred,” Hal-
leen said. “They remembered the 
brace, not the face. That’s what I 
always said.”
Although the brace became her 
identity to many, Halleen values the 
growth she experienced throughout 
her recovery.  
“I learned how to cope with a dif-
 cult situation. There are de nitely 
more di  cult situations that people 
have to go through, but this one was 
mine,” Halleen said. “Having that con-
stant thankfulness I think I can use 
for future di  culties. There’s abso-
lutely a plan for why it happened, and 
God is going to use it in some way.” 
Some hide their pain, while others 
have pain that is impossible to hide. 
Because Halleen’s was so visible, it 
became all about learning to have 
the best reaction she could—com-
plete with thankfulness, a good joke 
and the occasional zebra analogy. 
echo@taylor.edu
“Everyone was in agreement that 
they all thought I transferred. They
remembered the brace, not the face. 
That’s what I always said.”
Facing the brace
Facing the brace
Photograph provided by Natalie Halleen
Public outcry against 
police brutality 




Protesters continue to pour into the 
streets of downtown Chicago after 
the Nov. 24 release of a video dis-
playing a white police o  cer gunning 
down a 17-year-old African- Ameri-
can youth. The video surfaced a strik-
ing 13 months after the shooting took 
place, revealing a series of events con-
tradicting initial police reports. 
The video came from a police 
dashboard camera that displayed 
the officer, Jason Van Dyke, open 
 ring at Laquan McDonald, while 
his fellow police comrades stood by 
and watched. In the video, the boy, 
armed with a knife, jogs, then walks 
away from the o  cers who confront-
ed him. He drops to the ground after 
the  rst shot and his body shakes as 
the o  cer continued to shoot him. 
Van Dyke empties his gun with a to-
tal of 16 shots.
Demonstrating their opposition 
to the deadly shooting, crowds have 
protested for several days since the 
shooting by marching through in-
tersections, singing, carrying empty 
caskets and stopping to pray in the 
middle of the road. Police arrested 
ten protesters, including the presi-
dent of the NAACP, according to Re-
uters News. 
Reuters reports that NAACP presi-
dent Cornell William Brooks, along 
with a number of seminary students, 
knelt and prayed in the middle of 
the street outside the City Hall. 
NAACP college and youth director, 
Stephen Green, participated in the 
community outcry, saying he under-
stood they would probably be arrest-
ed but that together they previously 
agreed “to break the man’s law to up-
hold moral law for transformation in 
the city of Chicago,” according to Re-
uters News. 
Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel 
made a public apology Wednesday 
to the aldermen—a city council of 
50 men—claiming responsibility be-
cause of his position as mayor. 
“This is a de ning moment on the 
issues of crime and policing—and the 
even larger issues of truth, justice and 
race,” Emmanuel said. 
Van Dyke has a history of undis-
ciplined misconduct, as cited in the 
The Chicago Tribune. The Chicago 
police records revealed that accusa-
tions have been raised against him 
for using racially insensitive names, 
roughing up suspects and, according 
to one complaint, unjusti ably point-
ing a gun at an arrestee. 
Following the release of the video, 
Van Dyke was forced to resign from 
his position and charged with  rst de-
gree murder. 
According to Reuters, Van Dyke’s 
defense attorney claimed the o  cer 
shot and killed McDonald in fear for 
his life and those of his fellow police 
o  cers when he saw the boy had a 
knife. If convicted, Van Dyke could 
face anywhere from 20 years to life 
in prison. He currently stands as Chi-
cago’s  rst police o  cer in decades 
to be charged with murder for an 
on-duty shooting, reported the The 
New York Times .
Following the release of the video, 
riots swarmed the streets of Chica-
go as concerned citizens protested 
for the o  cer to be tried for murder, 
according to The Chicago Tribune. 
On Sunday, Nov. 30, three hundred 
people chanting and waving signs 
speckled the streets of downtown 
Chicago, stopping periodically to 
kneel in prayer. 
“We care because all of our children 
matter,” said Rev. Jesse Jackson Sr., an 
activist-politician who marched Sun-
day alongside other African Ameri-
can lawmakers. “We want Jason 
(Van Dyke) to be in jail. Those who 
watched him and falsi ed reports 
must join him.” 
In a day where news of police bru-
tality paints the morning headlines, 
the nation grieves together, hoping 
for a  rm but peaceful response to 
the use of deadly forces by police. The 
family of Laquan McDonald agrees 
with black community leaders and 
city authorities that all responses 
must be calm. 
“No one understands the anger 
more than us,” McDonald’s family 
stated through their lawyer, accord-
ing to Reuters. “But if you choose 
to speak out, we urge you to be 
peaceful. Don’t resort to violence in 
Laquan’s name. Let his legacy be bet-
ter than that.”
This incident not only reminds us 
of violent crimes nationwide, but it 
also serves as a contributing factor to 
the longevity of the Black Lives Mat-
ter Civil Rights movement. In light of 
a coming new year, America grieves 
together with questions of wheth-
er this cycle of shootings, protests, 
court trials and apologies will sim-
ply repeat itself.
echo@taylor.edu
 Police gather on a Chicago street after the shooting of Laquan Mcdonald.
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Natalie Halleen loved to pair her back brace with cute out ts during her freshman days.
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Ohio woman caught eating cereal 
while driving and leads police on a 30 
mile high-speed chase (WSLS).
Malaysia hunts owners of Boeing 
747s abandoned at airport (CNN).
Florida burglary suspect eat-
en by alligator after  eeing police 
(Rawstory).
SWAT stando , erratic pursuit ends 
with man trying to urinate on side-
walk (NBC). 
Police seek victims in case of shoes 
stolen from Monument Avenue area, 




Stories of patience 
and sarcasm
Compiled by Sarah Davis
Life & Times Co-Editor
THE TAYLORS OF TAYLOR
Taylor Temple (Senior)
Just last week I was working an 
event for catering and my apron has 
my name on it. While I was re lling 
the rolls, a lady attending the event 
asked “What’s Taylor Temple?”
Taylor Coats (Junior)
I considered changing my name to my middle name, “Ma-
rie,” when I  rst came to Taylor. I have always loved my 
middle name and thought it would be fun to do some-
thing crazy. After I mentioned it to my family they all shot 
it down pretty quick, so I’ve just had to endure the clichè 
comebacks for the last three years of my collegiate life.
Taylor Daily (Freshman)
Come on, who wouldn’t like having the 
same name as my home girl Taylor Swift?
Taylor Hillegonds (Senior)
I mean, I’m an extreme narcissist, so there really were no 
other options for me when it came to choosing a college. 
I thought, “Why would I want to wear Purdue gear when I 
had the opportunity to wear all items of clothing with my 
name on it?” And sporting events . . . it’s like everyone is 
just cheering for you. I’m like, “Yes, please keep saying ‘Go 
Taylor’ and a  rming me.” It’s just such a #blessing, ya feel?
Taylor Beam (Senior)
I’m used to my name, so it would be 
weird changing it at this point. But I 
guess my name could be Jim.
Taylor Eaton (Senior)
Sometimes when people crack the joke that 
Taylor goes to Taylor, I will say, “Convenient 
right? I feel like I should get some type of cou-
pon!” The best is when I convince people that 
the school is named after me. It’s amazing what 
you can get people to believe around here.
Taylor Eddy (Graduate student)
I worked for the Taylor phonathon for a while, and 
my boss’s name was also Taylor. I counted one time 
and when I was leaving a message on someone’s 
phone, I ended up saying “Taylor” seven times. 
I just hope alumni didn’t think it was a joke.
Taylor Stevens (Junior)
I have always loved being named Taylor, and coming to 
this university hasn’t changed that. Plus, if i did change 
my name, I wouldn’t have a personal name tag every 
time I wear a t-shirt or sweatshirt from the bookstore!
Taylor Puitz (Sophomore) (left)
I am named after Taylor University. No, my parents didn’t go here. No one in my family had until I 
came. Here’s what happened. I’m from Fort Wayne and we live a few blocks from the old Taylor cam-
pus. While my mom was pregnant with me, my parents were driving past campus and she said she 
liked the name Taylor. Fast forward a few months and they have a cute little baby donning the Uni-
versity’s name. This had no e ect on me coming here. I promise! I came for the writing program.
Taylor Tertocha (Sophomore) (right)
This year, my roommate’s name is Taylor too (Taylor Puitz.) We call our room The Taylor Room and 
we have a sign for it and everything. The beginning of the year was really fun because I’m a DA 
and my roommate is the front desk supervisor. A lot of the freshmen and their families met us 
 rst and they just kept asking “Is everyone here named Taylor?” We really got a kick out of it.
‘Twas the night 
before  nals week
Austin Yoder
Contributor
‘Twas the night before  nals week, and all through the 
campus
(I can’t come up with a good rhyme, so I guess I’ll 
see Krampus?)
The students were nestled in Euler and Nussbaum
While urges were fought to call home for mom
When out in the Atrium, there arose such a sob
I sprang from my study room and screamed, “Make 
it stop!”
Away to my room I made a mad dash
And begged for Jesus to return in a  ash
I spoke not a word, but pulled out my Mac
And Googled “cat videos” and reached for a snack
A blink of an eye and a box full of food
It’s been six hours, I’m totally screwed
I’m so exhausted, I don’t know what else to write








‘Tis the season to be grateful
Gracie Fairfax
Features Editor
Kitty sweaters, dish soap and a sav-
ings bond. I’m sure you’ve all re-
ceived gifts you’re less than fond 
of. Quite frankly, I’ve probably giv-
en a few gifts that could have gone 
over better. But with many years 
of experience under my fanny 
pack, I now know at least six ways 
to react to a gift, when you’re less 
than impressed:
1)   “Wow! I’m sure so many people 
would have killed for this gift!”
State the truth. Every year, there 
are those hot gifts that “all of Ameri-
ca” supposedly has to have. While it 
might not seem quite as desirable to 
you, it lets the gift-giver know that 
you know it’s sought after.
2)   “I think I put this on my list a cou-
ple years ago! What a great memo-
ry you have!”
This approach is perfect for 
those who received a gift that was 
remembered a bit too late. The 
belly shirt you asked for a cou-
ple years back might not be quite 
what you’re hoping to wear for your 
job interview coming up. Focus 
on the positive—your gift-giver’s 
great memory.
3)   “What a great color!”
For those clothing items that are 
not quite what you were hoping for, 
but come close, focus on the quali-
ties you appreciate. While you may 
not have wanted a  oor length, long 
sleeved, turtleneck dress, there’s no 
denying it’s a great color.
4) “My dog will love this!”
You may not want to use this 
unless you want to severely offend 
your gift-giver. But who knows? 
Maybe it was intended for your 
dog. Dogs love to chew lots of 
things. Either way, it will get the 
point across.
5)   “How unique! Is it vintage?”
This is for those gifts you know 
have been re-gifted. Besides, we all 
know that you kids are into things 
of the past—like record players and 
typewriters that we threw out when 
technology advanced. So maybe 
it’s an old garlic press. Who cares? 
George Washington may have made 
his famous soup with it.
6) “Oooh!”
When you have no words, a sound 
will suffice. Nothing is better than 
being ambiguous. This can mean 
“It’s perfect,” “It’s interesting,” or 
“You will probably find this under 
the floorboards of my house after 
I’m dead because I was afraid to tell 
you I hated it.” If you struggle with 
articulating your feelings, test out 
the “oooh.”
I hope this list has helped you to 
cast your fears out to sea, along with 
the gift from last year you never used. 
You may be better at hiding your emo-
tions than you used to be, but we’ve 
seen you throw tantrums in the gro-
cery store and we remember the days 
when you straight up told us we didn’t 
buy the right Barbie. But go ahead. 
Test out your acting skills as you learn 








There’s nothing quiet about the im-
pression Silent Night makes on pro-
spective students. Picture this: Two 
thousand screaming college kids in 
footie pajamas and superhero cos-
tumes. And you don’t know a single 
one of them.
Senior Hannah Guske arrived just 
in time to witness the game every 
Trojan will attend. As a junior in 
high school, she had no idea what 
to expect and arrived decked out 
in fleece.
“No one told me it was going to 
be a thousand degrees in there,” she 
said, laughing. “I’m 16, and I’m look-
ing out at all these college students 
running around in onesies, and I’m 
just sitting there and taking it all in. 
I’m very extroverted, but it just made 
me speechless.”
Tara Monfredi would agree. Cur-
rently a junior at Taylor, Monfredi 
was a senior in high school when she 
visited for Silent Night. The enthu-
siasm made her more interested in 
the school.
Her host during 24 at Taylor 
made sure Monfredi was prepared 
by letting her borrow Christmas 
clothes. She felt immediately in-
cluded by the girls she was staying 
with in English.
“I loved how basically the whole 
campus participated . . . I felt very 
included,” she said. “I guess the mo-
ments that stood out to me the most 
were when I walked in and saw how 
ridiculous everyone was dressed and 
how seriously everyone took the si-
lence before the  rst 10 points.”
Freshman Micah Bragg experi-
enced Silent Night on his second vis-
it to Taylor. 
“I was stunned by the loudness 
and extravagance of the whole thing,” 
Bragg said. “I de nitely saw that this 
is a place where exciting people do 
exciting things. It just seemed like a 
community that could get together 
for fun and crazy activities.”
The event was as fun for him as for 
his father, who attended Taylor be-
fore the tradition started. According 
to Bragg, his dad recorded the whole 
thing and sent it out to as many peo-
ple as possible afterwards.
But some parents had a slightly 
di erent impression. While Guske’s 
mom and dad enjoyed the game as 
much as she did, they were also sur-
prised at how much trash-talk took 
place at a Christian college’s athletic 
event. Though that aspect was a bit 
of a turn-o , it reminded Guske that 
Taylor’s community wouldn’t be per-
fect. But the overall experience was a 
positive one.
“I remember the exact moment 
when we all sang Silent Night at the 
end,” said Guske. “I kid you not, it was 
during (the song) it clicked that this 
was where I should go.”
Sophomore Alyssa Bluhm visited 
Taylor during her senior year of high 
school. For her, Silent Night wasn’t 
just an item on her bucket list. The 
event accurately displayed the char-
acter of Taylor.  
“When I attended, a kid with a sen-
sory disorder danced in the middle of 
the court,” she said. “It showed that Si-
lent Night—a big, obnoxious event—
is a safe place. A place where a kid 
who has a lot of trouble with noise 
and crowds can lead a massive group 
of college students in ‘Gangnam Style’ 
and feel like a superstar.”
So as you’re cheering the team to-
night, take a look around and no-
tice those not-yet-college-students 
cheering alongside us. Because even 
as Silent Night brings us together as a 
school, the game might be welcoming 
them into our community.
echo@taylor.edu
“It showed that Silent Night—a big, obnoxious 




When everyone in chapel stays 
even though its over because we 
refuse to leave without Robby 
reminding us its Friday #TaylorU
Lexi Sinclair ‏@LexieSinclair97 
“What is your greatest strength 
as a person?” “My calves.” 
#tabletalk #tayloru
Hannah Cutshaw ‏@hannah_cut14
Writing down things like “go to 
dinner” and “wake up” on my 
to do list just so I can have the 
satisfaction of crossing them off . 
#TaylorU
Brecken Mumford ‏@breckydoo
Dr. Habecker sat on the fl oor for 
chapel today; I’m caught between 
respect and shame #takemyseat 
#tayloru
Tobi Ballantine ‏@tobiballantine
Oh, sure, Taylor Echo, boycott me 
but go ahead and feature Michael 
Snyder every single week. YES 
WE ALL LOVE BROHO BUT LOVE 
ME TOO #tayloru
Peyton Nill ‏@peytonnill
Everyone back home was at a 
huge concert last night while 
I was here in Hoosier Land 
watching our brother fl oor’s 
wrestling matches.#tayloru
Anna Cummings ‏@laughingbanAnna
Best moment this week: Singing 
“Hello” while on hold with Dell and 
having the tech answer just as 
I sing “Hello, can you hear me?” 
#tayloru
@casslouwerse: Do these dresses make us look less awkward? 
The answer is no. #theawkwardfamily #TaylorU
@mollyymac7: When 3 generations of 4B girls go on the 
same pick a date you have to bowl what you know...
or throw what you know #samething #4B #tayloru
Advice for responding well to sub-par gifts.
Photograph by Shannon Smagala
YOU ONLY NEED A DOLLAR, HEY HEY.
Photograph by Mindy Wildman
Junior Tara Monfredi and senior Hannah Guske remem-
ber the event that con rmed their Taylor decision.
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Deck the box office




With students out of school and va-
cations beginning, the holiday sea-
son is a crucial time at the box office. 
When your options for holiday view-
ing range from a Christmas monster 
to the history of the Miracle Mop, it 
can be difficult to decipher which 
film to see with the family.
In an effort to help you wade 
through the sea of posters at the 
movie theater this December, here 
is a quick guide to a few of the bigger 
contenders that will competing for 
the crowds this Christmas.
Krampus – Dec. 4
Santa Claus is already pretty un-
settling. He stares at you while you’re 
sleeping, he knows when you’ve been 
bad, and he annually breaks into your 
house to eat your food. But if St. Nick 
isn’t scary enough already, “Krampus” 
is the holiday film for you.
This horror-comedy hybrid blends 
a comedic ensemble including Toni 
Collette and Adam Scott of “Parks 
and Recreation” with an age-old leg-
end of a Christmas demon. Instead 
of bringing gifts and good tidings, 
the Krampus monster brings hor-
ror and a bag for kidnapping naugh-
ty children.
While the horror-comedy genre 
is already difficult to pull off, hor-
ror-comedy-holiday is unheard of. 
But according to relatively positive 
reviews, director Michael Dougherty 
is able to achieve a fragile balance 
of giggles and gore. At the very least, 
“Krampus” promises to be a unique 
viewing experience. But maybe don’t 
bring Grandma and her fragile heart 
to this one.
 
In the Heart of the Sea – Dec. 11
After a few decades of cute films 
like “Free Willy” and “Big Miracle,” 
Hollywood is finally rejecting the idea 
of cuddly, misunderstood whales. In-
stead, “In the Heart of the Sea” expos-
es these creatures for the terrifying 
sea monsters they really are. Starring 
Chris Hemsworth as someone other 
than Thor, this film adapts the true 
story of the Essex whaling ship disas-
ter onto the big screen.
Although it inspired the well-known 
story of “Moby Dick,” the sperm whale 
attack of the Essex is rarely refer-
enced in film. Renowned director Ron 
Howard is clearly playing up this leg-
endary aspect of the story in an effort 
to create a modern epic. The visuals 
from the trailers look beautiful and 
the cast is more than worthy, but the 
film will have to rely on more than 
choreographed whale attack scenes 
to keep it floating. 
Star Wars: The Force Awakens – Dec. 18
When the news dropped that this 
famous 40-year-old sci-fi saga would 
be continuing, both adults and chil-
dren were left in puddles of hap-
py tears. While the official trailer 
dropped only a month ago, it has al-
ready garnered over 68 million views 
on YouTube, along with about 68 mil-
lion different opinions about wheth-
er this film will fly or flop. The hilted 
lightsaber, the fact that Disney is be-
hind the reboot, the new droid de-
sign—every slight adjustment to the 
legacy creates a controversy within 
the Star Wars community.
With J.J. Abrams, creator of “Lost” 
and director of the “Star Trek” re-
boots, at the helm, it remains to 
be seen whether or not “The Force 
Awakens” will be able to rise above 
the lifeless, CGI-saturated Star Wars 
prequels. But hey, we can at least bet 
on a few sweet lens flares.
Sisters – Dec. 18
Having co-hosted the Golden 
Globes multiple times, in addition to 
appearing in each other’s solo movies 
for years, Amy Poehler and Tina Fey 
have made quite the name for them-
selves as a comedic duo. This holiday 
season they will be teaming up once 
again in a new buddy movie, “Sisters.”
The plot isn’t brilliant. Two mid-
dle-aged sisters return to their child-
hood home and discover that their 
parents are planning on selling it 
in the near future. The more word-
ly, party-crazy sister, played by Tina 
Fey, convinces the more subdued one, 
Amy Poehler, that they should have 
one more epic house party as a pro- 
per goodbye.
While the concept isn’t unique, the 
fact that Poehler and Fey have band-
ed together for this particular project 
is. It will be interesting to see if the 
duo are able to bring their typically 
quick and satirical brand to a genre of 
comedy known for its shallow laughs 
and raunchiness. Like all of my own 
crazy house parties, this film could 
either be a hit or a total disaster.
Joy – Dec. 25
Jennifer Lawrence’s time as the 
Mockingjay has come to an end, but 
her career as an actress is only be-
ginning. Already her performance 
in director and writer David O. Rus-
sell’s latest film has some critics 
talking about another potential 
leading actress Oscar nomination 
on the horizon.
“Joy” follows the life of Miracle Mop 
inventor Joy Mangano as she rises to 
the top of the business world, pushing 
through the work and family conflicts 
that arise. Like most David O. Russell 
films, “Joy” incorporates an ensemble 
of reputable actors, including Robert 
De Niro and Bradley Cooper.
Although many of Russell’s previ-
ous works like “Silver Linings Play-
book” and “The Fighter” have earned 
him awards and praise, advanced 
screening reviews of “Joy” are draw-
ing mixed reactions, with most of the 
compliments resting solely on Law-
rence’s performance. But if you want 
to see a movie about family and be-
trayal with a strong female character, 








“The Essence of Christmas,” per-
formed by the Marion Philharmon-
ic Orchestra, will attempt to capture 
the true meaning of Christmas this 
Sunday, Dec. 13, at 4 p.m.
While the theme for the entire sea-
son is “Symphony for the Senses,” this 
concert in particular is meant to 
captivate the eyes, ears and hearts 
of audience members. The Mari-
on Philharmonic Orchestra (MPO) 
always has a holiday concert, but 
hope to bring in additional people 
this weekend.
At approximately two hours long, 
the program, conducted by Maestro 
Alexander Platt, offers a mixture of 
holiday classics and new favorites. 
Performances consist of carol sing-
a-longs, the “Hallelujah” chorus, sev-
eral selections from Mozart, “Gloria” 
and “Sleigh Ride.” A reception will fol-
low with light refreshments.
The orchestra will be working 
alongside the Indiana Wesleyan Uni-
versity Singers, as well as Melissa 
Frecker, Trudy Whitford, Julie Lyn 
Barber and Lauren Walker. Profes-
sional vocalists Barber and Walk-
er will be singing Vivaldi’s “Gloria” 
together. 
Whitford will be playing the prin-
cipal flute in Mozart’s Concerto for 
flute, harp and orchestra in C ma-
jor while Frecker plays the principal 
harp. The IWU Singers will be sing-
ing Handel’s “Hallelujah” chorus with 
the orchestra.
“The nature of the concert as a 
Christmas concert is always very spe-
cial. We always try to collaborate with 
local people,” Todd said. 
To accommodate a larger crowd, 
the concert will take place at the 
First Methodist Church in Marion, a 
92-year-old church holding 600 peo-
ple. On stage, the orchestra will be 
placed close to the audience, and 
the IWU Singers will be directly be-
hind them.
“Acoustically, it is a wonderful space 
for this concert,” Todd said. “We are 
excited for people to hear this music 
in this space. The biggest challenge 
will be sitting 100 performers on stage 
at this church.”
Tickets may be purchased in ad-
vance over phone at (765) 662-0012. 
Audience members may also pur-
chase tickets on the night of the con-
cert, but the orchestra requests that 
those planning to attend call ahead 
to reserve tickets. Tickets are $20 for 
adults, $10 for students 13 and older 





Choir celebrates the annual 
“Festival of Carols” on Dec. 18 
Laura Koenig
Staff Writer
Harmonious voices, joyous Christ-
mas carols and laughter of family and 
friends—the Indianapolis Symphonic 
Choir hopes to bring Christmas joy to 
this year’s performances of “Festival 
of Carols.”
As one of the nation’s largest and 
oldest choruses, the 150-voice Indi-
anapolis Symphonic Choir will join 
the Indianapolis Chamber Orchestra 
to perform their annual “Festival of 
Carols” at the Palladium in the Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts in Carm-
el, Indiana.
The “Festival of Carols” will include 
familiar favorites such as “Hark, the 
Herald Angels Sing,” “I’ll be Home 
for Christmas” and the “Hallelujah” 
chorus.
The choir’s executive director, Mi-
chael Pettry, realizes the unifying 
power of music, and hopes to recog-
nize this performance as a time for 
families to come together, even in the 
busyness of the holiday season.
“There’s something almost magical 
about being with the family . . . and 
that’s especially the case during the 
holiday season,” Pettry said. “It’s in-
credible that singing . . . is present for 
so many milestones in life.”
The Indianapolis Symphonic Choir 
is also celebrating its own milestone. 
It is the “Festival of Carols” 25th an-
niversary. The choir will be joined 
by two-time Grammy Award winner, 
soprano Sylvia McNair.
The choir also has seen multiple 
changes over the past quarter of a 
century in its performances and in 
its interaction with the surrounding 
community. The performances tend 
to switch between a reflective tone 
and a more joyful and celebratory 
tone from year to year.
“About 14 years ago, we added an ed-
ucational component to ‘Festival of 
Carols’ that pairs local high schools 
with the Symphonic Choir for side-
by-side rehearsals and performances,” 
Pettry said. “Providing high-quality 
music education for students in our 
community has always been a focus 
of the choir, but perhaps never more 
so than is the case today.”
With an emphasis on musical excel-
lence, community outreach and fam-
ily unity, the Indianapolis Symphonic 
Choir wants to spread the spirit of the 
holiday season through the magic of 
their voices and personal expression 
through musical talents.
“To provide such a beloved musi-
cal to the gift as ‘Festival of Carols’ 
each year—and now for more than 
25 years—is a joy for all of us involved, 
and hopefully to each and every au-
dience member . . . for kids from one 
to 92,” Pettry said.
“Festival of Carols” will be held Dec. 
18 and 19 at 8 p.m. and Dec. 20 at 3 
p.m. Tickets may be purchased online 
at indychoir.org or by phone at (317) 
940-9057 (Indianapolis Symphonic 
Choir) or (317) 843-3800 (Palladium 
box office). Prices range from $20–
$40 and $15 for students. 
echo@taylor.edu
The choir’s executive director, Michael Pettry, 
realizes the unifying power of music, and 
hopes to recognize this performance as a 
time for families to come together, even in 
the busyness of the holiday season.
Holiday harmonies
December 11, 2015
   
“ Acoustically, it is a wonderful 
space for this concert.”
Photograph provided by Michael Pettry
Photograph provided by Flickr user Giri Trisanto
Chris Hemsworth will have to battle a CGI whale for the attention of his audience.
Photograph provided by Flickr user Dale Jackson
The Stormtroopers are notorious for having bad aim. Hopefully J.J. Abram’s will be better. 
Eric Stark will conduct the 25th annual “Festival of Carols.”
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That’s my problem with certain forms of 
 ction: if only critics can extract coherence 
from a piece, what’s the point in sharing it?
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Nothing so useless
Art should be accessible 
Luke A. Wildman
Contributor 
Do you ever engage with a piece of 
art and go, “What was that?”
You know what I’m talking about. 
The song lyrics that seem like gib-
berish, despite being English. The 
“experimental fiction” story that 
you’d need a PhD to understand. I’m 
not talking about classics, art that 
was created for a different audience 
or even art that’s difficult because 
of its subject. I’m talking about art 
that’s intentionally difficult. 
I’d like to tell you a story about 
this. I just met the most extraordi-
nary gentleman.
This semester I’ve been studying 
abroad in York, U.K. Often, before 
class, I wander through the Sham-
bles, an old street of cobblestones 
and crooked buildings where the 
“Harry Potter” films’ Diagon Al-
ley scenes were filmed. Scents of 
chocolate and roasting meat suf-
fuse everything. 
The other day, I noticed an art-
work stall set up at the entrance and 
stopped to admire the pictures: in-
tricately detailed depictions of the 
York Minster, the Shambles itself 
and other historic settings within 
the city. 
Then I noticed this sign: 
While I puzzled over the mean-
ing of that last idiom, a man popped 
his head above the stall. “Today you 
pay what you like,” he said, accent 
thick with the sounds of Yorkshire. 
“From fifty pence to fifteen pounds, 
you’ll get the set. That’s nine pic-
tures for you.”
I was stunned. I blinked and wan-
dered away, not really intending to 
buy. But then I just had to go back.
“I’m sorry, but may I ask your 
philosophy behind that? I ’m 
very curious.”
“O’ course! There’s nothin’ so 
useless as art a person canna’ 
understand, especially when he’s 
got to pay gallery prices for it! My 
livin’ comes from selling art in the 
galleries, but I understand that 
mine’s a higher, more complex style 
as not many have studied. No need 
for ’em to pay full price. But if I can 
help them understand a bit o’ York 
history, that’s worth it to me.”
The gentleman’s focus was on the 
subject of his art. He portrayed it in 
a complex way, but anyone could 
appreciate the pictures. They de-
picted historic settings within the 
city, capturing the feel of the places. 
Towers of looming grandeur. Side-
streets of cluttered surprise. His 
complex style didn’t distract from 
the subjects: it enhanced them, un-
folding them in a layered way. 
Can we say the same for certain 
scrambled music styles or poetry 
that buries truth beneath vague 
themes? “Vivid and specific de-
tail,” Taylor’s associate professor of 
English Dan Bowman always says. 
There’s a reason for that!
As a writing student, I really ap-
preciated the gentleman’s men-
tality about art. Art should be 
understandable; art should be ac-
cessible. In chapel once, Steven 
Garber talked about “words that 
speak the truest truths of the uni-
verse, in language the whole world 
can understand.” That’s my prob-
lem with certain forms of fiction: if 
only critics can extract coherence 
from a piece, what’s the point in 
sharing it?  
Sure, there’s value in self-expres-
sion and experimentation. And as 
readers, there’s value in slogging 
through something difficult, and 
some subjects will naturally require 
higher levels of comprehension. But 
art shouldn’t be designed to be dif-
ficult. It should be as accessible as 
possible, whether writing, visual art, 
music or any other form. 
As the Yorkshire artist said to me, 






Co-Editor in Chief 
College students are wimps.
We have the backbone of jelly sh 
and the stamina of a toddler running 
a marathon.
And as the end of the semester 
nears, bringing with it a need to 
endure, the dregs of our pitiful te-
nacity sink to the bottom of a Net-
flix ocean.
According to a recent article in 
Psychology Today, our poor academ-
ic and emotional resilience is mostly 
due to our inability to accept fail-
ure, which paralyzes our ability to 
problem-solve.
Our generation grew up under a 
strange tension of hovering parents 
who both coddled their children and 
demanded the highest levels of success 
from them, meaning we carry entitle-
ment in one hand and fear in the other.
Given these factors, it’s unsurpris-
ing that the American Psychological 
Association reported a 28 percent in-
crease in campus counseling center 
visits between 2000 and 2010. But the 
reason behind the increase demands 
further investigation.
The author of the Psychology To-
day article mentions an instance in 
which two college women received 
counseling after finding a mouse 
in their apartment. The experience 
might have caused anxiety, but it did 
not merit this extreme reaction.
Although higher education institu-
tions have a responsibility to provide 
for their students’ general well being, 
millennials’ lack of grit in everyday 
circumstances is grinding away their 
ability to grow.
In 2014, several Ivy League schools—
including Harvard, Princeton and 
Columbia—founded the Resilience 
Consortium, which compiles re-
search and resources to address stu-
dent endurance.
The group’s purpose statement 
explains that today’s students face 
daunting tasks requiring resilience 
and that colleges should do all they 
can to support students in this way.
However, I believe that univer-
sities shouldn’t be forced into par-
enting capable adults through the 
learning process. We are responsi-
ble for owning our failures as well as 
our successes.
Too many times I’ve heard my 
peers, as well as myself, shift the 
blame for mistakes onto professors 
or staff members. Instead of ad-
mitting we didn’t study enough for 
a test, for example, we gripe that 
the instructor didn’t prepare us 
well enough.
Professors face a di  cult decision: 
either please students or or mold 
them into resilient people. If they let 
students fail, professors may receive 
poor evaluations. If they humor stu-
dent requests for lightened loads or 
second chances, they enable students 
to continue shirking failure.
As someone who cried when I didn’t 
receive a perfect grade on a paper my 
freshman year, I understand the strug-
gle to accept imperfection. I also under-
stand that years of parental oversight 
can create dependent students who 
aren’t sure how to own their decisions.
Once we graduate, we’ll face the ev-
eryday realities of bosses who won’t 
guide us through our problems, 
co-workers who won’t appreciate de-
pendency and multiple life crises that 
will demand we stand  rm.
Before we are pummeled by the 
an unsympathetic world, it’s time 
to practice endurance on a smaller 
scale. Refusing to let either failure or 
achievement control our identity for-
mation leads to a stable life ready for 
whatever may come.
Let’s leave the pouting behind.
echo@taylor.edu
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College students and toddlers alike turn pouty when they don’t get their way.
Generally unengaged
Students’ disinterest a ects 
the quality of gen eds
Michael Harbin
Faculty Contributor
As a Foundational Core Curriculum 
(FCC) professor, I read with interest 
“General un-education” in last week’s 
newspaper. In many respects I agree 
with the author, Bekah Swank. How-
ever, having taught FCC courses for 
more than 25 years at three di er-
ent colleges, my observation is that 
Taylor and its professors value these 
courses highly. 
Of course, that does not preclude 
exceptions. It seems that Swank is 
addressing those exceptions, and it 
would not surprise me that there are 
individuals who merit her criticisms. 
But she paints with a very broad 
brush. Are the exceptions really as 
prevalent as she seems to suggest? 
The fact that her concern seems 
based on anecdotal evidence from 
other students gives one pause. The 
same is true when one notes how 
many of the faculty members recog-
nized as Distinguished Professor of 
the Year have taught FCC courses.
Swank says she had a good FCC 
experience. She suggests, howev-
er, that not all of her classmates had 
the same experience, even in the 
same classes. Using her example, I 
wonder how many of those students 
who “do not learn to write” had the 
same professors that were so patient 
with her. That and my rather exten-
sive experience leads me to believe 
that there is more to the issue than 
Swank discussed.
I pay careful attention to my student 
evaluations, seeking ways to improve. 
It is interesting how often students’ 
evaluations report widely varied ex-
periences in the same class. Other pro-
fessors have noted the same pattern. 
I struggle to find ways to reach 
this negative minority. How do I re-
spond to that outlier who stated “I 
did not learn anything in this course”? 
Though I do not know which student 
included that statement, it is easy to 
suspect that it is the guy who sat in 
the farthest corner of the room, try-
ing to hide his earphones under his 
hoodie. While he did badly on both 
the reading quizzes and the exams, 
he never came to get help. Students 
 nd it easy to blame the professor for 
their own lack of interest and partic-
ipation in a class, even when they re-
sist every e ort the professor makes 
to get them involved. 
Every class has its own personality. 
I have left one FCC class that was high-
ly engaged and walked into a second 
that was the opposite. It is di  cult 
for a professor to maintain excite-
ment when he or she faces a group of 
students who from day one don’t do 
the assigned reading or consistently 
stare out the window or down at their 
desks for the entire period.
When multiple students respond 
with “I don’t know,” killing discussion 
before it begins, the professor may be-
gin to feel like he or she really is “in 
an empty classroom lecturing to the 
walls,” as Swank wrote, despite the 
bodies at the desks. 
I would remind students that they 
came to Taylor knowing it is a liberal 
arts college, not a vocational school. 
As such, they should welcome the op-
portunity to explore areas of study they 
would not normally have considered. 
“General education” does not trans-
late to easy; these are still college 
courses. But that should be viewed 
as a challenge and an opportunity—
something to relish, not a dose of bit-
ter medicine. And if the course seems 
especially tough, students should talk 
to the professor, who is likely ready 
to help. 
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Professors struggle for enthusiasm when faced with disengaged students.
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Taylor displays its intentional com-
munity and ideals to its neighbors 
and the country as a whole. The 
event itself features students, fac-
ulty, staff and community members 
gathering in one central location, 
all united in silence. Students fill 
Odle Arena dressed in a colorful 
mosaic of costumes, waiting for the 
10th point to be scored. After this, the 
entire arena erupts in a deafening 
chorus of shouting voices that shakes 
the building.
When Odle Arena explodes with 
cheering, Taylor sends a powerful 
message to collegiate sports about 
the power of an intentional commu-
nity united in one cause. Basketball 
December 11, 2015
“You’re a part of one of the coolest traditions in 
college basketball. I’m very thankful that I’ve had the 
opportunity to be a part of it.”
The irony of silence
All roads lead to Taylor’s Silent Night.
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11/6 Asbury (N) W 68-55
11/7 Rio Grande (A) L 79-86
11/10 Madonna (A) L74-83
11/14 Miami – Hamilton W 85-50
11/17 Governors State W 94-55
11/20 Ohio Christian (A) L 72-82
11/24 #14 Grace (A) L 47-70
12/1 #5 Bethel W 84-79 
12/5 #10 Marian (A) L 60-73
12/8 #3 Davenport L 55-69
12/11 Ohio – Chillicothe 6:00 P.M. Silent Night
12/12 TBA 3:00 P.M.
12/18 Cincinnati Christian (A) 7:00 P.M.
12/19 TBA (N) TBA
12/29 Shawnee State (A) 4:00 P.M.
1/2 Mount Vernon Nazarene 3:00 P.M.
1/5 Spring Arbor (A) 7:00 P.M.
1/9 #17 Saint Francis (A) 3:00 P.M.
1/12 #1 Indiana Wesleyan 7:00 P.M.
1/16 Huntington 3:00 P.M.
1/19 Goshen (A) 7:00 P.M.
1/23 #4 Marian 3:00 P.M. 
1/26 Grace 7:00 P.M.
1/30 #7 Bethel (A) 3:00 P.M.
2/2 Spring Arbor 7:00 P.M.
2/6 Mount Vernon Nazarene (A) 3:00 P.M.
2/9 #1 Indiana Wesleyan (A) 7:00 P.M.
2/13 #17 Saint Francis 3:00 P.M.
2/16 Goshen 7:00 P.M.
2/20 Huntington (A) 3:00 P.M.




Silent Night is a tradition rooted 
in irony.
This basketball tradition thrives on 
silence, but is perhaps the one event 
when Taylor’s collective voice is loud-
est. The event transcends the sport 
of basketball as a shining example of 
Taylor’s community and ideals.
Silent Night’s origins are uncertain. 
Assistant basketball coach and assis-
tant athletic director Steve Brooks 
proposed the idea in 1997. The bas-
ketball team already had the Ivan-
hoe’s Classic—a weekend tournament 
before  nals week. In response to 
dwindling student support at games, 
Brooks and the basketball team want-
ed a way for students to be involved. 
This desire developed into an idea 
that became Silent Night. The  rst 
few years of the event featured stu-
dents dressing in pajamas and hold-
ing newspapers over their faces until 
Taylor’s 10th point.
“This is a fun piece 
for us. Something 
kind of quirky. 
And of course 
it helps that it’s 
Indiana. There




obviously, in the 
state, and this 
speaks to kind of 
the larger culture 
of basketball as 
well in a way.”
“It’s probably the single most-at-
tended event in our year and the 
spirit is just amazing,” said Vice 
President for Student Development 
Skip Trudeau.
The tradition has evolved during 
the past decade and has even piqued 
the attention of ESPN, Sports Illustrat-
ed and Snapchat. Sports Illustrated 
ranked Taylor’s Silent Night 20th in 
its article “64 reasons to be excited 
for the 2015–16 college hoops season.”
Snapchat is doing Live Stories 
during tonight’s Silent Night with the 
hashtag #TUSilentNight. The accu-
mulated footage from students’ and 
The irony of silence
The Echo Sports
Silent Night starting lineup
Silent Night Roster
# Name Position
11 Tim Fleming Guard
13 Jordan Richardson Guard
15 Shakir Dunning Guard
21 Evan Crowe Guard
23 Eric Cellier Guard
24 Kyle Stidom Guard
25 Jake Heggeland Forward
31 Lane Vander Hulst Forward
35 Keaton Hendricks Forward
43 Joe Ingersoll Guard
45 Graham Ortmann Guard
53 Vivian Aiken Center

























Hometown    May Pen Clarendon, Jamaica
others’ Snapchats during the night 
will be compiled into a short video 
that will be available for millions of 
Snapchat users to see.
“It’s obviously terrific exposure,” 
said head coach Josh Andrews. “We 
get an in ux of emails from recruits 
and that sort of thing. (Silent Night) 
gets that national exposure . . . It gives us 
an environment 
very few players





from ESPN since 
2010. However, 
this year will be 
di
 erent. ESPN
has made a 
short feature 
about tonight’s 







coverage will be 
potentially seen 
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“Something kind of quirky. And of 
course it helps that it’s Indiana. There 
are all kinds of interesting basketball 
traditions, obviously, in the state, and 
this speaks to kind of the larger cul-
ture of basketball as well in a way.”
In addition to being a nationally 
known basketball tradition, Silent 
Night is a tangible way in which 
may be the main reason Taylor stu-
dents gather on Silent Night, but the 
event itself presents a platform to dis-
play Taylor University’s commitment 
to excellence on and o
  of the court.
“We have people from all over call-
ing and saying, ‘How can we come 
and watch this?’ It brings people to 
Taylor, to our campus,” said interim 
 Athletic Di-
 rector Amy 
 Stucky. “The 
 students are 
 crazy and they 
 are going to do 
 crazy stu
 , but 
 it’s not rude, it’s 
 not crude, it’s 
 not poor language. 
 We’re singing 
 Silent Night at 
 the end. It’s just 
 good, honest, 
 clean fun.”
    Taylor’s men’s 
 basketball team 
 enters the game 
 with a record of 
 4–6 overall and 
 1–2 in the Cross-
 roads League. 
The Trojans 
 face Ohio Univer-
 sity Chillicothe 
 tonight to begin 
 the 32nd-annual 
 Ivanhoe’s Classic.
    From a player’s 
 perspective, 
 Silent Night 
 presents the 
 opportunity to 
 play in anenviron-
 ment foreign to 
NAIA sports. 
 Taylor may not 
 have the student 
 body numbers 
 of a massive Di-
 vision I school, 
 but the environ-
                       ment created by the fans 
        and students will leave an unfor-
        gettable impression on both Taylor 
    basketball players and visiting teams.
“It’s one of those things that you’ll 
always cherish, you’ll always appre-
ciate—tell your kids about, tell your 
grandkids about,” said senior guard 
Kyle Stidom. “You’re a part of one of 
the coolest traditions in college bas-
ketball. I’m very thankful that I’ve 
had the opportunity to be a part of it.”
Taylor is 18–0 in Silent Night games. 
The only player to score the 10th 
point four years in a row is Taylor bas-
ketball assistant coach Casey Coons 
(’13). Sophomore Keaton Hendricks 
scored the 10th point in last year’s Si-
lent Night. This year’s scorer will re-
main a mystery until tonight. Doors 
open at 4:45 p.m. Tip-o
  is at 6 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu
